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TO:  IslandCounty Planning Commission

FROM:  Jonathan Lange, Assistant Director

DATE:  June7th, 2021

SUBJECT:  Amendments toICC14.02A, theIslandCounty FloodDamage Prevention
Ordinance tocomply with2013FEMACommunity Assistance Visit (CAV)  

Planning Commissioners:  

Staff iscurrently working withtheFederal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to
comply withtheir2013Community Assistance Visit (CAV). TheCAVisanauditofhow
Island County iscomplying withFEMA regulations inregards tofloodplain development.  
FEMA reviewed pastbuilding permits, flooddevelopment permits, floodplain
development processes/procedures, floodplain elevation certificates forstructures, and
Island County’sFloodDamage Prevention ordinance, Island County Code, ICC14.02A.  
PertheCAV, FEMA requested thatIsland County review theFlood Damage Prevention
Ordinance andmakeanyneeded updates. Staffhasworked withtheirconsultant and
theProsecuting Attorney’soffice todraftandupdate ICC14.02Aandotherapplicable
sections ofIsland County Code. Thedraftordinance hasbeendiscussed with, and
reviewed by, theWashington StateDepartment ofEcology andFEMA.  

Compliance withFEMA model ordinance
Staffhasworked withtheirconsultant andtheProsecuting Attorney’soffice tocomply
withallFEMAmodel ordinance language andorganization.  

Elevation Certificate Requirements
FEMA usesElevation Certificates, prepared byLicensed Surveyors, toverify
compliance withbasefloodelevation andFlood Insurance RateMaps. Thenewcode
proposes requirements forthree (3) elevations certificates during thebuilding permit
process forallnewandsubstantially improved structures. Thecertificates arerequired
atthefollowing times, pertheproposed newcodesection ICC14.02A.040.D:  

1. WithSubmittal ofconstruction drawings priortoreviewofthebuilding permit
application;  
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2. During building construction, theapplicant mustsubmit asecond elevation
certificate asaprerequisite toscheduling anunderfloor inspection orequivalent,  
andbefore vertical construction commences; and

3. Theapplicant mustsubmitathirdelevation certificate priortoscheduling afinal
inspection.  

CodeCompliance
Staffproposes adding theFloodDamage Prevention Ordinance, ICC14.02A, tothelist
ofcodesections thatcanbeenforced through ourPenalties andenforcement sectionof
theZoning Code, ICC17.03.260. Thiswillallowforanyviolations ordevelopment notin
conformance withtheFloodDamage Prevention ordinance togothrough thecivil
enforcement processes, rather thancriminal enforcement processes.  

NextSteps
Theproposed amendments andcodeupdatewillbebrought tothePlanning
Commission andBoardofCounty Commissioners inaccordance withthefollowing
schedule:  

thJune9 – BOCC Workshop
thJune14 – PCWorkshop

June28th – Planning Commission Public Hearing
thJuly7 – BOCC Workshop

July20th – BOCCtoadoptPlanning Commission recommendation onupdating ICC
14.02A


